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2:30 p.m. 

Member Meeting 

Most Holy Trinity 
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August 27 

Tuesday 
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Fair Thank You 

Party 

LVIS Parlor 

 

September 14 
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Annual Meeting & 

Elections 

Emergency Services 

Building 
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       The 123rd LVIS Fair 





               Chances 

  Congratulations 

   to LVIS members  

      Doris Weisberg  

        and Michele Folman,  

           who won  

              two of the cash prizes  

                   at the Fair.  

 

  We’re told that each year  

     at least one LVIS member  

          is declared a winner.  

 

  Remember that  

    when your chance books  

       arrive in the mail  

          next year! 





















    Fair Fashion Show at the Devon Yacht Club 







I 
 arranged to meet Durell God-
frey at LVIS, Ladies’ Village 
Improvement Society recent-
ly, where she volunteers. She 

looked her usual chic self.  She 
was wearing a navy blazer, striped 
sweater and corduroy trousers. “Is 
anything you’re wearing from this 
thrift store?” I asked.  

“Yes,” she said, “the blazer is 
Ralph Lauren, the sweater is a de-
signer label, and the velvet slippers 
are Stubbs and Wootton.” Durell 
shops there so often, they asked 
her to be a volunteer.  

She works mostly in the basement, 
sorting and pricing new arrivals. “I 
can put my hand in a plastic bag 
and feel if a sweater is one, two or 
three-ply cashmere.” All the vol-
unteers shop there. Volunteer Lora 
Nelson, who specializes in vintage 
clothing was wearing an Agnes B. 
sweater and Calypso leggings. 
Even President Ann Davis found 
Armani trousers with the original 
price tag. 

Durell dresses the mannequins, 
selects their wigs, and accessorizes 
them. “It’s like playing with 
dolls,” she said. Durell has been a 
member since 2011 and started 
volunteering two years before that. 
She works a minimum of two 
hours, two days a week.  

But LVIS is not just an upscale 
thrift shop. In the men’s depart-
ment there is a golf section, a tuxe-
do section, suits, sport coats and 
rows of polos and dress shirts. A 
customer, while trying on jackets 
with what appeared to be a volun-
teer as his personal shopper, said, 
“It’s the best place to shop in the 
Hamptons.” 

What struck me was it looks like a 
real shop and it doesn’t smell like 
a thrift shop. In the basement Du-
rell showed me the washer and 
dryer where everything is laun-
dered. They even have a profess 

sional machine that prints out price 
tickets that are attached to the gar-
ments with a gun. I spotted the be-
ginnings of a July 4th red, white 
and blue rack.  

LVIS has a bookstore with donated 
new and used books of fiction, bi-
ography, history and a big selec-
tion of art, photography, cook-
books, and a charming children’s 
section. Author Robert Caro has 
been spotted and Dawn from Black 
Cat Books on Shelter Island stops 
by weekly to buy art books. I pur-
chased a book on Peggy Guggen-
heim. 

There is also a collectibles section 
and a kitchen ware store where I 
couldn’t resist a small oval platter 
with flowers for $2. A big barn full 
of eclectic furniture, is designed 
and arranged to look like a model 
home. You could easily furnish a 
summer rental with cutlery, 
housewares, and furniture from the 
offerings.  Everything is donated 
and every shop is curated. It’s very 
professional. End of January and 
in September there are 50% off 
sales and special $1 days. 

B 
ut the LVIS is philan-
thropic with their prof-
its— they give over 
$150,000 in college 

scholarships every year to local 
high school students. President, 
Ann Davis thinks that’s one of the 
most important things they do, 
“But other people would tell you 
it’s the trees.”  

Their slogan “Keeping East Hamp-
ton beautiful since 1895,” they 
take very seriously. They nurture 
the health of the 3,500 village 
trees, maintain eight acres around 
Town Pond, Hook Mill, and North 
End Common, and care for the 
ducks, geese, and swans. And 
oversee their 24-acre Nature Trail 
on David’s Lane. 

In 2017, architect Lee Skolnick  

and his partner Paul Alter rede-
signed the space in the original 
1740’s house to make it flow bet-
ter. The late builder Ben Krupinski 
did the renovation, donating labor 
costs and building materials. They 
gave him a plaque. 

In the new, brightly lit women’s 
department there is a TV with a 
slide show of Durell Godfrey’s 
photos. She has been Contributing 
Photographer for the East Hamp-
ton Star since 2002 and freelance 
for them since 1993. She has illus-
trated two coloring books for 
grown-ups, (we can’t say “Adult” 
because it might suggest pornogra-
phy) Durell is a classy lady, there 
could be no misunderstanding. She 
has a quirky, innate style and a 
good sense of humor. When I said 
I didn’t need a shirt I was fondling 
longingly, she said, “Need has 
nothing to do with it.” 

Ann Davis, LVIS’s president is a 
retired lawyer who still volunteers 
in the Bookshop where she re-
searches the rare, old books and 
how to price them. She has fresh 
ideas for LVIS. Like inviting the 
board out of the elegant board 
room to tour all the shops includ-
ing a visit to the basement where a 
copious amount of work is done— 
sorting, cataloguing, pricing, and 
running the washer and dryer.  

T 
heir LVIS Annual Fair, 
this year on July 27, is 
famous. Carousel for 
children, food items, mu-

sic, plants, and silent auction offer-
ings abound. Lora Nelson says the 
vintage clothing display is a big 
seller for collectors. Martha Stew-
art did the lemonade stand one 
year so you can imagine how elab-
orate that was. Laura Donnelly, 
food editor of the East Hampton 
Star arrives early to buy a jar of 
homemade beach plum jelly. LVIS 
volunteers work at the fair. 

                  Continued next page 
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Continued from previous page 

Durell said, “It’s like when I worked at Conde Nast with a great group of women. At LVIS, it’s a communi-
ty.” Ann Davis added, “We’re a family.” A family whose roots go back to 1895. 

In two years, to celebrate their 125th birthday, Florence Fabricant of The New York Times is doing a cook-
book of recipes from LVIS volunteers. Rizzoli is publishing it. The future looks bright for the Ladies’ Vil-
lage Improvement Society. 

                                                                                                  LVIS Member Joanne Pateman 

                                                                                                  East Hampton Press 

                LVIS at the Antiques and Design Show 

                                at Mulford Farm 

C 
ongratulations to Furniture Chair Ellen McPartland, left, and Co-chair Jennifer Georges, who set up  

a booth at the Mulford Farm Antique and Design Show sponsored by the East Hampton Historical 

Society on July 20th and 21st. They handed out LVIS literature and networked with renowned de-

signers, forging new relationships for The Shops at LVIS. And they cleared over $15,000 in sales. 


